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The  Manchester  Medico-Ethical  Association,  in  issuing  the  accom¬ 
panying  Tariff  of  Medical  Fees,  distinctly  disclaims  the  wish  to 
dictate  either  to  its  own  members  or  to  other  medical  men.  On  the 
contrary,  it  is  convinced  that  the  subject  of  medical  charges  must 
ever  remain  a  somewhat  open  one,  so  long  as  the  profession,  unlike 
all  other  trades  and  professions,  continues  to  claim  its  remuneration 
not  according  to  the  abstract  worth  of  its  services,  but  according  to 
the  ability  of  its  clients. 

The  General  Council  of  Medical  Education  and  Eegistration, 
acting  through  the  various  licensing  hoards,  could  alone  promulgate 
anything  like  a  compulsory  scale  of  charges.  Still  this  Association 
believes  that  a  recommendatory  Tariff  will  he  highly  useful  m  many 
ways.  It  may  serve  as  a  reference  in  case  of  disputed  charges,  and 
thus  prevent  litigation  and  promote  a  friendly  settlement.  It  will 
also  be  a  useful  guide  to  the  junior  Practitioner,  who  is  often  in 
doubt  as  to  the  proper  remuneration  to  which  he  is  entitled  for  his 

services. 

The  present  scale  has  been  fixed  at  such  a  rate  that  the  humblest 
member  of  the  profession  need  not  hesitate  to  make  it  the  basis  of 
his  charges.  Indeed,  it  may  be  observed  that  the  rates  have  been 
fixed,  rather  according  to  what  is  usual  than  according  to  what  w  ould 
be  necessary  to  enable  the  profession  to  maintain  its  due  status,  m 
presence  of  the  greatly-diminished  value  of  money  and  the  increase 
of  wealth  and  luxury  among  other  classes  of  the  community. 
Owing  to  these  causes,  it  will  certainly  be  necessary,  before  many 
years  have  elapsed,  that  a  considerably  higher  Tariff  should  be 
adopted.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  nothing  in  the  present  one  will 
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prevent  those  members  of  the  profession  who,  by  reason  of  seniority 
or  enhanced  reputation,  are  in  a  position  to  do  so,  from  making 
higher  charges  when  the  circumstances  warrant. 

The  necessary  division  of  patients  into  classes  has  been  a  difficult 
point  in  the  formation  of  a  Tariff.  In  those  issued  in  America,  no 
attempt  has  been  made,  and  all  classes  are  charged  alike.  In 
France  and  Germany  the  conditions  of  society  are  so  different  from 
our  own,  that  their  Tariffs  are  of  very  little  use  to  us  as  guides. 
In  Britain,  the  income  of  the  patient  has  been  made  the  basis  of 
classification,  but,  for  various  reasons,  it  has  seemed  unadvisable  to 
the  Association  to  make  this  directly  so,  although,  of  course,  it  is 
intended  to  be  indirectly  reached,  as  the  real  ground  of  classifica¬ 
tion.  Medical  men  not  being  associated  with  the  Commissioners 
of  the  Income-tax  (themselves  too  often  deceived),  it  has  been  deemed 
advisable  to  take  as  their  guide,  in  making  charges,  the  rental  of 
the  house  occupied  by  the  patient,  as  being  easier  of  discovery 
(without  offence)  than  the  income,  and,  in  a  general  way,  a  fair  test 
of  it.  It  need  hardly  be  said  that  many  exceptional  cases  will  be 
met  with  where  the  Practitioner  must  use  his  discretion,  though  not 
so  many  as  if  he  attempted  directly  to  ascertain  the  income  of  his 
patient.  Thus,  in  the  case  of  lodgers,  he  can  only  estimate  their 
probable  style  of  life  if  they  were  in  an  establishment  of  their  own, 
and  those  who  occupy  an  expensive  house  for  the  purpose  of  letting 
lodgings  must  also  be  left  to  his  discrimination.  In  the  case  of 
notoriously  wealthy  men  of  penurious  habits,  he  must  decide  for 
himself  what  class  befits  them ;  and  in  the  case  of  shopkeepers 
residing  in  premises  where  trade  is  carried  on,  a  liberal  deduction 
may  be  made  from  a  rental  not  incurred  solely  for  personal  or  family 
convenience.  On  the  whole,  the  following  has  seemed  to  be  a  fair 
classification 

Class  I.  When  the  house  rental  is  from  £10.  to  £25.  per  annum 
Class  II.  ,,  „  £25.  to  £50.  ,, 

Class  III.  £50.  to  £100.  ,, 

Class  IV.  „  £100.  upwards. 

This  scale,  it  will  be  observed,  commences  with  those  inhabiting 
houses  of  £10.  annual  rental.  Below  this,  however,  there  is  a  class 
of  the  community  which  is  able  to  pay  somewhat  for  medical  advice, 


and  whom  it  is  desirable  to  preserve  from  the  necessity  of  consulting 
druggists  and  other  unqualified  persons.  Although  it  has  been  con¬ 
sidered  impossible  to  give  a  scale  of  fees  suitable  to  the  means  of  such 
of  the  poorer  classes,  the  Association  would  impress  on  its  members 
and  the  profession  generally  the  advisability  of  attending  them,  when 
their  other  engagements  will  permit,  at  a  rate  of  charges  reduced 
even  somewhat  below  the  lowest  here  given.  This  would  not  only  be 
a  boon  to  the  Poor  themselves,  but  in  the  case  of  those  Practitioners 
inhabiting  thickly-populated  districts,  would  not  be  unremunerative. 
Such  small  charges  should  be  made,  whenever  it  is  possible,  for 
ready  money. 

It  will  also  be  observed  that  no  mention  has  been  made  of  pay¬ 
ment  for  medicines.  This  has  been  deliberately  omitted,  and  will 
serve  to  mark  the  sense  of  the  Association  that  medical  men  should , 
in  all  cases ,  base  their  title  to  remuneration  only  upon  the  value  of 
their  time  and  shill.  The  practice  of  supplying  medicines  at  all  has 
died  out  almost  everywhere  except  in  England,  and  the  day  will  pro¬ 
bably  arrive  when  it  will  be  so  here  also.  There  seems,  however, 
no  immediate  prospect  of  such  a  desirable  alteration.  Balancing  in 
every  light  the  advantages,  to  patient  and  practitioner,  of  supplying 
medicines  or  prescribing,  the  Association  has  concluded  that  this 
Tariff  is  equally  applicable  to  both  cases,  and  recommends  it  whether 
medicines  are  supplied  or  not.  Of  course  no  extra  charge  for  them 
is  understood,  as  their  cost  is  amply  made  up  by  the  greater  hold 
the  Practitioner  has  on  his  patient,  and  in  various  ways  which  need 
not  be  recapitulated. 

Owing  to  the  inherent  difficulty  of  the  subject,  no  fees  have  been 
fixed  for  surgical  operations,  setting  of  fractures,  &c.  The  skill  and 
time  required  for  these  vary  so  much  in  each  case,  and  the  charge 
has  hitherto  been  regulated  so  much  by  the  special  qualifications 
of  the  Surgeon,  that  they  are  left,  for  the  present,  to  be  separately 
decided  in  each  individual  case.  The  Association  would,  however, 
remark  that  the  fees,  in  these  cases,  allowed  by  the  Poor  Law  Board, 
would  constitute  a  good  minimum. 

The  Tariff  is  appended  in  a  condensed  form,  but  a  short  explana¬ 
tory  Tariff  is  also  attached,  the  numbers  of  which  correspond  to 
the  similarly  numbered  points  in  the  condensed  one,  which  seemed 
to  require  fuller  remark. 


6 


TARIFF  OF  MEDICAL  FEES  FOR  MANCHESTER  AND  ITS  SUBURBS. 


Class  I.  When  the  house  rental*  is  from  £10.  to  £25.  per  annum. 

Class  II.  „  „  £25.  to  £50.  „ 

Class  III.  „  £50.  to  £100.  „ 

Class  IV.  ,,  ,,  £100.  upwards  „ 

A.  General  Practitioners 

Class  I. 

Class  II. 

Class  III. 

Class  IV. 

1.  Ordinary  Visit . 

2/6  to  3/6 

3/6  to  5/0 

5/0  to  7/6 

7/6  to  10/6 

2.  Special  Visit . 

A  Visit  and  a- Half. 

3.  Night  Visit  . 

Double  an 

Ordinary  Visit. 

4.  Mileage  beyond  two  miles 

from  Home  . 

1/6 

2/0 

2/6 

3/0 

5.  Detention  per  hour  . 

2/6  to  3/6 

3/6  to  5/0 

5/0  to  7/6 

7/6  to  10/6 

6.  Advice  at  Practitioner’s 

House  . . 

2/6  to  3/6 

3/6  to  5/0 

5/0  to  7/6 

7/6  to  10/6 

7.  Letters  of  Advice . 

2/6  to  3/6 

3/6  to  5/0 

5/0  to  7/6 

7/6  to  10/6 

8.  Consultations  . 

See  Explanatory  Tariff. 

9.  Attendance  on  Servants 

2/6 

2/6  to  3/6 

3/6  to  5/0 

|  5/0  to  7/6  - 

10.  Two  or  more  Patients  in 

one  House  . 

See  Explanatory  Tariff. 

HI.  Midwifery . 

21/0 

21/0  to  63/0  1 

42/0  to  105/0 

105/0  and 

upwards. 

12.  Abortions . 

See  Explanatory  Tariff. 

13.  Vaccination  .....  . 

See  Explanatory  Tariff. 

14.  Certificates  of  Health,  &c 

See  Explanatory  Tariff. 

B.  Consultants. 

Class  I. 

Class  II. 

Class  III. 

Class  IV. 

1.  Advice  or  Visit  alone  ... 

21/0 

21/0 

21/0 

21/0 

2.  Advice  or  Visit  with 

another  Practitioner... 

21/0 

21/0  to  42/0 

21/0  to  42/0 

21/0  to  42/0 

3.  Mileage  beyond  two  miles 

from  Home  . 

10/6 

10/6 

10/6 

10/6 

Explanatory  Notes  to  Tariff. 


The  numbers  refer  to  the  corresponding  ones  on  the  condensed 
Tariff. 

A. — General  Practitioners. 

1.  Ordinary  Visit. — Requires  no  explanation. 

2.  Special  Visit.— -This  is  a  visit  of  which  notification  is  not  given 

before  10  a.m.,  when  the  Practitioner  has  commenced  his  daily 
round ;  such  visits  almost  always  involve  increased  trouble  or 
expense ;  also  whenever  immediate  attendance  is  requested. 
The  latter  circumstance  often  embarrasses  the  Practitioner, 
and  entitles  him  to  an  increased  fee. 

*  The  rental  being  taken,  as  before  stated,  as  an  average  test  of  the  incame. 


3.  Night  Visit. — One  made  between  10  p.m.  and  7  a.m. 

4.  Mileage. — This  commences  at  two  miles  from  the  Practitioner’s 

house,  and  is  added  to  the  visit,  according  to  class. 

5.  Detention. — When,  at  the  desire  of  the  patient,  or  from  the 

urgency  of  the  case,  the  practitioner  is  detained  more  than  an 
hour,  he  is  entitled  to  additional  remuneration,  at  the  rate  per 
hour,  or  part  of  an  hour,  of  an  ordinary  visit.  This  does  not 
apply  to  attendance  in  midwifery. 

6.  Advice  at  Practitioner’s  House. — The  same  charge  as  for  an 

ordinary  visit.  The  same  addition  would  be  applicable  for 
detention  beyond  an  hour. 

7.  Letters  of  Advice. — The  same  as  viva  voce  advice. 

8.  Consultations. — When  the  ordinary  attendant  has  to  meet 

another  medical  man  in  consultation,  he  is  fully  entitled,  from 
loss  and  disarrangement  of  time,  to  double  his  ordinary  fee. 
If  such  consultations  are  very  frequent,  this  may  be  occasionally 
remitted  at  his  discretion.  When  a  general  Practitioner  is 
himself  called  in  consultation,  he  is  entitled  to  the  Consultant’s 
minimum,  fee  of  21/0 ;  but  this  may  be  relaxed  at  the  desire  of 
the  Practitioner  previously  in  attendance.  Midwifery  consul¬ 
tations  among  Class  I.  of  patients,  should  be  charged  according 
to  arrangement  between  patient  and  Practitioners.  Among 
the  other  classes,  the  second  Practitioner  is  entitled  to  the  same 

fee  as  the  first,  independently  of  the  length  of  time  he  is  detained. 

% 

9.  Attendance  on  Domestic  Servants. — When  paid  for  by  their  em¬ 

ployer,  they  should  be  charged  as  per  Tariff.  When  paying 
for  themselves,  they  may  be  charged  as  if  belonging  to  Class  I. 
or  II.  If  the  employer  send  for  the  Practitioner  himself,  or 
distinctly  avails  himself  of  his  advice,  he  is  to  be  considered 
as  the  responsible  person. 

10.  Two  or  more  Patients  in  one  House. — When  these  are  members 
of  one  family,  and  paid  for  by  one  person,  half  a  visit  is  charge¬ 
able  for  each  beyond  the  first.  When  this  is  not  the  case,  the 
full  charge  should  be  made  for  each. 

11.  Midwifery . — Prom  use  and  wont,  the  fee  for  Class  I.  is  gener¬ 
ally  understood  to  cover  the  after  visits,  when  these  are  few 
and  all  goes  well ;  also  with  those  towards  the  bottom  of  this 
class,  it  may  be  reduced  to  15/0  if  paid  within  a  month.  In  the 
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other  classes  the  after  visits  are  not  included,  unless  previously 
arranged  otherwise.  When  operations,  such  as  the  use  of 
forceps,  turning,  &c.,  are  required,  the  Practitioner  is  entitled 
to  an  additional  half-fee.  The  Tariff  allows  considerable 
latitude  in  the  midwifery  fee,  owing  to  the  very  great  diversity 
of  charges  hitherto  usual  with  different  Practitioners. 

12.  Abortions. — In  ordinary  premature  labour  the  same  charge  is 
allowable  as  in  midwifery.  In  attendance  on  abortions,  the  visits 
required  should  be  charged  as  such,  plus  an  additional  charge 
for  detention,  according  to  No.  5. 

13.  Vaccination. — This  is  not  included  in  the  midwifery  fee.  It 
may  be  charged  according  to  the  visit  or  visits  required,  if  per¬ 
formed  by  the  regular  medical  attendant ;  otherwise,  as  a 
special  visit. 

14.  Certificates. — Simple  certificates  may  be  charged  as  ordinary 
visits  or  letters  of  advice.  When  special  investigation  or 
responsibility  is  involved,  as  in  Life  Assurance  or  Lunacy 
Certificates,  10/6  to  42/0  should  be  charged,  according  to 
circumstances. 

B. — Consultants. 

-  1.  Advice  or  Visit  (done. — This  includes  either  where  there  is  a 
general  Practitioner  cognisant,  or  where  the  patient  has  no 
other  Practitioner  in  attendance,  or  where  the  ordinary 
Practitioner  alone  sees  the  Consultant. 

2.  Advice  or  Visit  with  another  Practitioner. — Owing  to  the  much 

greater  time  required,  and  to  the  fact  that  the  Consultant,  by 
his  advice,  often  precludes  the  necessity  for  another  consul¬ 
tation,  the  fee  of  42/0,  now  frequently  adopted  elsewhere,  will 
very  often  be  the  more  proper. 

3.  Mileage  beyond  Two  Miles  from  Home. — The  regular  charge  in 

this  neighbourhood  is,  as  per  Tariff,  10/6.  Some  of  the  London 
Consultants,  however,  are  in  the  habit  of  charging  14/0,  which 
may  occasionally  be  advisable  here  also,  among  the  wealthier 
classes,  or  where  access  is  slow  and  difficult,  or  not  by  rail. 


James  Watson,  Printer  by  Steam  Power,  39,  Lever  Street,  Manchester, 


